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: ‘Permrt me at the outset to congratulate you IVlr Presrdent and the members of your Bureau on
' your excellent stewardshlp of this 17th Session of the Human Rights Council’s Unrversal
Periodic Review. | also wish to acknowledge the Trorka selected for the Revrew of Belrze and-
- we Iook forward to Workrng wrth them in the comlng days

_ _The UPR has proved to be one of the srngular outcomes of the 2006 UN human rrghts reform-
[Initiative. That every Member State of the UN has partrcrpated actively and constructively, in the.
~ first cycle, is a testament to the collective respect for the UPR process and the global-
commitment tc human rights Respect for human rights and fundamental freedomns, both at-
home and abroad i5 a cornerstone of Belrze s domestrc and forergn pollcy
: ,Mr Presrdent four years ago I had the honour on behalf of my government to present the flrst
_ national human rrghts report of Belize. | am pleased to return on thrs occasion to present the :
second natlonal human rights report, and to share the progress we have made over the Iast four
years as well as to discuss frankly the challenges whrch we contrnUe to confront

For Belrze the pr’eparatron of our UPR report has provrded us Wrth an unparallelecl opportunrty to- "

- reflect onthe meaning of human rrghts in the context of our own national development onthe

status of. the |mplementatron of our international human rrghts oblrgatrons and on the duty of our -
government in this respect. Draftrng the report has enabled a stocktaking of goverrment’ s and
- civil socrety s efforts o make human rrghts real and meanrngful for the average Belrzean '

In draftrng the natronal report the Mlnrstry of Forergn Affarrs coordrnated wrth the full range of
' government ministries and with our civit socrety partners. This report reflects |nputs from the -
Ministry of Human Development Social Transformatlon and Poverty Allevratron the Attorney
" General's Ministry, the Mrnrstry of Health and the Mrnrstry of Education. A number of NGOs-
were also consulted during the process mcludrng the Women's Issues Network of Belize, the
Human Rights Commrssron of Belize, the Belize Counail of Churches, the Betrze Assocratron of

| __Evangelrcal Churches, the United Belrze Advocacy Movement and the YMCA ‘Once the final

draft of the report was ready, the Mrnrstry of Forelgn Affairs convened a validation ‘workshop
wrth government and non-governmental agencies to sharé the report and receive final .
i comments The report Was subjected to sprnted debate Thereafter the final Report was,
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submltted to Cabinet, the hrghest pollcy body of Government Wthh gave therr unquallﬂed '
endorsement ‘ '

Structure of the Répou -

: ,The structure of the second natronal report of Belize conforms to the gwdellnes contamed in - ,

Human Rights Councrl Decrsmn 17/119. Accordlngly the Report dlscusses the state of human -
" rights int Belize, both in terms of areas of achlevements and challenges, as vvell focuses on

- efforts to |mplement the recommendatlons made by lVlembers ofthe Councn durrng the first

: _revlew as outltned in HRC/12/4

Nat|onal Context -

' lvlr PreS|dent Belrze is a small developlng country wrth a populatlon of about 316 OOO people
‘We face all the challenges of a small state: vulnerab|l|ty to exogenous shocks, dependence on
erodrng preferential terms of trade the. vaganes of cllmate change and hlgh external debt.

Accord[ng to the recent lemg Standards Measurement Survey (LSMS) household poverty
increased from 25% in 2002 to 33% in 2009 and the mdrgence rate mcreased from 10. 8% to
15 8%. ’ - :

Bellze is a mult|cultural somety, .WIth d|verse groups co- eXIstmg peacefully 64% of our _
_population are under the age of 29 years Belize has a low popu[atron densuty, W|th the majonty
of the - populatlon resrdlng in rural areas, lncludlng at remote locatrons : :

_We are proud of our democratlc tradltlons and the fundamental freedoms that are enshnned in !
our constitution. Labour union activism and citizen partlcrpatlon are defining features of our -
- -colonial and post—lndependenoe h|story Respect for. rule of law and judrdal mdependence are

' hallmarks of ourjudlcrary : , . :

“Legal and Institutiorial Architecture ~

M. President, Belize is a party to the majority of international human rights treaties, including
the regional human rights treaties of the Inter American system. The Government of Belize
‘takes serlously its obligation to lmplement the treaties to which Belize is a party To thisend a-

_ _number of national laws, referenced in Annex | of the Report, form the framework of the national.

human rights regime. This national framework is anchored firmly in the Constitution which '

. affirms the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all Belrzeans and the equal and '

malrenable rlghts of all persons } : : ‘

At the frontllne of Governments efforts to- promote and protect human rrghts is the Mmrstry of
Human Development Social Transformation and Poverty Allev1at|on Four quasi-government
_ 'agencres “have specualrzed functions with the purpose of ensuring the protection - of key



Vulnerable'populations The National Committee for- Families and Children is tasked with
monltonng the |mplementat|0n of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and advancing
issues relating to the interests and protection of children and their families. The National AIDS

.. Commission coordinates a mul stakeholder response to addressing the policy, legislative and .- |

_ -praotlcal challenges relatlng to HIV/AIDS. The National Council on Aging advocates for the ,

rights of older persons. The Nationall Women's Commrssron oversees the |mplementatlon of the
~ Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Wofmen and the Belem do
- F’ara Conventlon as well as the Implementatlon of the Revised Nat|onal Gender Pollcy

_ Followrng on recommendatrons recelved dunng the first review, Government has moved to _

o strengthen the Office of the Ombudsman, which has independent powers to investigate oltlzen

complaints and seek redress. The Office of the Ombudsman continues to enjoy the confidence
~ of Belizeans as evidenced by the number of persons who access the Ofﬁce -

,Government has also |nvested S|gnif|oantly in strengthenlng the Legal Aid Offlce both in terms
of resources.and capamty, with the singular. purpose of ensuring that all Belizeans have access
to justice. And we hopé to expand the services of the Legal Aid Office to all districts and to ,

-employ an attorney dedicated to juvenile justice. We recognize that the natlonal courts remain

‘indispensable arbiters of human rights matters and we are emboldened by the confidence of
Belizeans to access the judicial system to ensure that their human rights are vindicated and

: protected This is essentral to the fortlﬂcatlon of our democraoy and to the consollda'ﬂon ofa
culture of human nghts ' ' : : :

Another |mportant actorin promotmg and protecting human nghts in Bellze is our civil soc;ety
Their advocacy work has been instrumental in sustaining a national discussion about the nghts
of cltlzens the natlonal human nghts framework and the’ role of Government '

Human Riohts and DeVelopment

Mr.. Presrdent human nghts must be realrzed in all its dlmensrons legal, somal pol1t|cal and
‘economic. In this regard the Government of Behze has taken a rlghts based approach to
development Respect for human rights is-a gurdlng principle of Horizon 2030, our national
' development blueprint. For Belize, national development and the full realization of the human
~ rights of all Belizeans are two S|des of the same coin. We believe that all Belizeans must be
“assured of a certain minimum standard of llvmg which serves as a common baSIS forthe full
enjoyment of all human nghts :

Behze subscrlbes fully to the aspirations of the [\/Elllennlum Development Goals and we have
- since 2000 worked assiduously, in concert wrth our development partners, to meet the goals
“and the indicators. We have done fa|rly well in meetmg our education and health targets
, partlcularly in achieving universal primary education, l|teracy, proporhon of births attended by
skilled health personnel, access to antiretroviral medication by persons living with HIV the
reductlon of death rates assomated with malana and access to improved drinking water source.
We will oonsolldate the progress achieve and contmue to address the pending issues.
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- Belize is aotively participating in the inter-governmental discussions on the post 2015 agenda
_and we are commencing the reallgnment of our nat|onal development plans in antlolpahon of the
new global development framework L : -

The GoVernment of Belize i's acutely aware that persistent pockets of poverty continue to pose a
- challenge to’ development poverty then remains an obstacle to the full realization of all human

rights of all Belrzeans Poverty alléviation and the expansion of economic opportunltres are the
overarchmg objectwes of our natronal development strategy and action plans L

Key l'.ssUesi Social Protection _' o

_ Mr. Presrdent it therefore stands to reason that the theme of sooral protectron permeates this .
- second nat|onal report of Belize. Over the past five_ years oonslderable efforts have been
. mvested in the reform of our somal protectron systems partlcularly focusmg on the
~ modernization of social safety net programmes. The Government of Belize has sought to
" guarantee social protection to key population groups mcludrng older persons ohrldren people

K llvmg w1th HIV/AIDS women, and youths

At the oenter of Govemments efforts are a number. of targeted mterventlons desrgned to -
support the poorest segments of the populatlon in the areas of health and education. These
.programmes are the National Health Insurance, the Condrtlonal ‘Cash Transfer Programmef
known as Burldrng Opportunrtres for Social Transformatron a Food Pantry Programme and
. education subsidies for efigible students. The National Health lnsuranoe scheme provides free -
and low cost access to health care for those living in south-side Belize City and southern Belize, "
_ the poorest areas of the Iargest orty and of the country respectlvely

The Bur]drng Opportunltles for Soo|al Transformatlon (BOOST) is & Condltlonal Cash Transfer
© programme, BOOST provrdes cash grants to poor and indigent. individuals and families. The
. cash transfers serve as an incentive to keep ohlldren in school and ensure that they are up to
 date with their |mmun|zat|on protocols. Boys in the target families are given a slightly larger.

~ benefit.than girls as an added incentive to remain in school, since Ministry of Education data
indicate -that dropout rates are hlgher among - boys begrnnlng in the sixth year of basic
educat|on The most recent data from the Ministry of Human Development indicate that there
- were some 8,600 beneﬂclanes We are most proud of our high' rates of bankenzat:on among -
'our beneficiaries with 96% of these beneficiaries receiving benefits through credit unions. This -
is one of the highest bankanzatmn rates i the world for this type -of programme. The positive
- effect of the BOOST programme was oonf]rmed by a 2012 World Bank evaluatlon that.

' ooncluded that the programme was showlng some good results ;

The Food Pantry Programme provides a weekly basket of basic food |tems to benefrcranes at'_ A
half the market prrce There are over 3 000 families currently benefitting. '



 Mr. Presidént let me now briefly hrghllght a number of achievements, of which further details are
contamed in our report. Health care and’ |ncome security are the primary concerns for the
elderly: To this end the Government of Bellze continues to support the Non Contrlbutory_
.- Pension for older persons ‘which provides’ coverage to approxrmate!y a quarter of our elderly' S
_population. Addrtlonatly, 48% .of the elderly population has ‘access to the National Health =
Insurance scheme. ‘ S : - o o : '

We have made S|gnrf:cant gams in addressrng the multlple challenges assomated with:-

HIV/AIDS. Notwfthstandmg, a small increase in new infectionis in 2012, for four years previously '

hew infections rates were on ‘the decline in- Belize.. Our Prevention of Mother to Child
‘Transmission Programme has a coverage rate of 95%. Government continues t6 provrde
) ‘_unlversal access to antiretroviral treatment; With the support of -the Global Fund access to
g psycho social support services to persons’ llvrng with the disease has been exparided and ‘
orphans and vulherable chrldren have been targeted as BOOST beneﬂcrarres in the districts
with the . hlghest infection rates. In tandem. wrth ‘our civil society partners, Government also

contrnues to sensitize the general populatron on HIV issues, targetlng in particular adolescent o

females and most at risk populations. The Mmrstry of Health and the Nationa! AIDS Commlssron _
‘ ‘contlnue to carefully study the new evolving patterns of the- HIV eprdemrc S0 that our national-
 efforts are targeted to these most at I‘ISk populatlons :

o lmplementatlon of Recommendatrons o
Tr'eaty: 'lssffes' o

, IVIr Pre5|dent durlng the first UPR Behze rece[ved a number of recommendatlons from
‘I\/Iembers of the . Councrl The National Report discusses extensrvely Belrzes efforts to -
'lmplement those: recommendatlons that we accepted Let me now hrghlrght some of our
accompllshments in this regard

. As have noted before Behze isin fact a party-to many of the multrlateraf human nghts treatles
While Government has endeavored to ensure |mplementatron of all the treaties to which Belize
“is a party, we are mindful that reportlng remains a major chatlenge The Attornsy General’s -
‘-'_IVIrnrstry has’ estabtlshed an Internatlonal Legal Affairs Department to, inter aI:a provide. advice
on treaty. obt:gatlons which will in turn. inform consrderatlon of Jomlng ‘new. treaties. The
. ‘necessary - implementing mfrastructure should be in ‘place before assuming new obllgatlons :
~ Government continues to study closely the treaties recommended by Members of the Council

on the last occasion. | am happy-to. report however that in 2011, Belize -acceded to the -

Convention on the’ nghts of Persons with Disabilittes. We will continie to” work towards .
~ completing processes: already underway for accessmn to the major mternatlonal human rlghts .
‘ treatres that are strII pendlng : : :

o have outlined before the ex|st|ng lnstrtutional structure for human rights at the national Ievel
' _'The feasabltrty of establ[shlng a new archltecture or a national human nghts mstrtutloq in




a'ccorda'nce wiith the Paris Principtes isa challenge in the 'pre'sent economic context of strained
resources Our pnonty however of ensuring compllance with our. human nghts obtlgattons and

~ that treaty provisions are belng Implemented remains undlmlnlshed Since the first UPR cycle,

_"and with the assistance of the Office of the High Commissioner- for Human R!ghts We have -
_convened a number of workshops to build technical capaolty and mstrtuted an lnterwmlmsteriat
mechamsm to coordlnate the preparation of reports to the Human Rrghts Treaty Bodtes

_',tVtr President ' indeed the chaltenge o'f timeiy reportin'g is not untque to us. | daresay itis a
“conimon malady among all sma[] ‘states. We therefore encourage the Human Rights Council -
and other UN Treaty Bodles 1o continue: streamlmlng the process in an effort to ease the - -

reportmg burden of smatl countnes W|th limited resources. ' ST o

Domestlc' L_eqrslatlon S

M., Presrdent in the context of our ongomg natlonal efforts to contmuous]y |mprove the

' Iegrslattve framework to éhsure the protectlon of human rsghts of all Bet]zeans and takmg on. -
~ board a number of recommendatlons emanatrng from the frrst UPR revrew of Bellze Parllament

- has enacted new Iaws S : : : = S
We have for example earller this year enacted |mproved domestlc Ieglslatlon lmplementtng The B
Protocol to Pravent, Suppress and Punish Traffrckmg in Persons especlally Women and -
~ Children. Parllament has also passed the Commeércial Sexual Explortatlon of Chlldren
Prohibition Act in order to rmplement the provisions of the Optional Protocol to the Gonvention
on the nghts of the Ch]ld on the sa[e of children, chlld prostltutlon and chltd pornography

_ The Educatron and Tralmng Act Wh]Ch entered rnto force in 2010 ncw prohlblts corporal

: pumshment in schools. Amendments to the Labour Act treatmg with the issues of age of _
_'admissmn to work are pending for cons|derat|on Addlt!onaliy, a draft Occupatlonal Health and

. Safety Act to prohlblt the involvement of children in hazardous Work The ILO Conventtons and

B other |nternat|onal standards 1s also pendlng conS|derat|on
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_.Wo'men’s Riqhts :

' _Mr Presrdent dunng the frrst UPR'we recerved a number of recommendatlons relatlng to the

o promotlon and protection of the rights of women. Those. recommendations focused on sexuat

and reproductwe health; labour, and gender based wo]ence In 2005 Government Iaunched a -
- Sexual and Reproductrve Health Pollcy which has ledtoa coordrnated approach to promote and
protect the sexual and reproductive rights of women by, inter alia, lmprovmg access to ‘
_healthoare and to information. In'2010 UNFPA in collaboration with a number of other partners

" conducted an assessment of the linkage between sexual and reproductive health and HIV in

' Behze and found that Bellze has a comprehensrve and supportlve nattonal pollcy framework A
We have adopted a simitar comprehensiVe approach to addressmg gender—based v:olence.‘As I
had mentioned at the first UPR, we Have strengthen domestic legislation and the rarige of



protectlons avallable to men and women To complement the rmplementatlon of the Domestic

“Violence Act, the Women’s Department has rolled out a National Gender-based Violence Action

. plan, a Domestic Violence Protocol for Police Officers has been revised and a number of user-

- friendly publications have been dlstnbuted to ensure that victims of gender~based violence are
fully aware of thelr nghts and the support serwces ava|lable to them

In terms of Iabour related tssues the Women s Department continues to organize a number of .
“fraining courses for women to build their capacrty to engage in the marketplace and to develop:
skills to enable them to generate thelr own income. The Decent Work Agenda currently being

lmplemented by the Labour Department focuses oh women and youth, R

, 'Mr PreSIdent one. of the major |nrt1atives of the Government of Bellze is the revrsmn of the
, Natlonal Gender Policy. The Revrsed Gender Policy was endorsed by Cablnet in March-2013.

- The rewsed policy builds on_the 2002 Policy, it focuses on strategies to reduce gender
'. drspanttes in- five key areas: Health, EducatronISkﬂls Training, Wealth: and Employment
Generation, Violence Producing Condltlons and. Power and DeC]Slon maklng As all good

‘ polrcres should ‘the Rewsed National Gender Pollcy was the subject of splrlted debate, among
Belizeans. It provrded an opportunlty for.a’ “truly national dralogue ‘about gender. relations,
diversity and human rights. | note also that the’ Revised National Gender Policy has piqued the

~ interest of a number of Members of this Gouncil who submitted advance questrons relatlng to

the Polrcy The lmplementatlon of the Gendér Pollcy is ongomg ' '

Chlldrens lssues L " o B B

' Mr, Pre51dent as. l noted at the outset Belrze has a very young populatlon Therefore
: protectlng the rights of children and provndrng opportunltres for our youths are a h|gh prtonty of
the Government of Belrze ' . . : :

_ Followmg on the recommendatrons of the first UPR cycle srgnrflcant lmprovements have been ,
- made to the national birth registration system to ensure greater access Birth reglstratron is now .

‘at 95% and approachlng universal coverage

‘ Improvmg access to quahty educatlon cont:nues to be a major focus of Government 's efforts

~ . While universal access to prlmary educatron appears to be within reach challenges remain at

the pre-school, secondary and tertiary levels Government has embarked on an ambitious
reform programme to transform the education sector, The 2010 Education and Training Act
provides the legal framework for these reforms.  Other components of the reform programme -
include the second school fmancrng reform to achieve a more equrtable distribution of public
resources and a Teacher Educatron Programme to raise the qua]rty of teacher petformance i in
the c]assroom -

Government has mvested S|gn|f|cantly in prowdlng opportumtles for employment and for
rehabilitation for youth parﬂcularly those af risk youth : :




'[ndlqenous quhts

Mr. PreS|dent the Mayas of Southern Belize exempln‘y human nghts in actlon In July 2013, the
Court of Appeals of Bellze afflrmed that the IVIayas are entitled to |nd|genous title and the nghts

~ thereunder in respect of the lands they occupy. However this hlgh Court did not affirm the

Government’s duty to glve effeot to those rights by the remedies offered by the lower court,

j Consequently, Government has been in oommunlcatlon with the representattves of the Mayas ‘
to détermine a mutually agreeabte framework for the |mp1ementatlon of the judgment of the

Court of Appeais Government of course respe_ots and is bounded by decrslons of the Court

The Government of Bellze contlnues to be concern about perS|stent pookets of poverty and Iow

- social mdicators in the Toledo District, where the ma;orlty of Nlayas 1|ved A number of targeted

mterventrons have been |mplemented to prowde a531stance and support to the Mayas including
the “Improvrng Ch|]dren s Health and Nutntlon in Poor Mayan Communltles in Toledo project,

| whtch has a very high rate of coverage

‘ adva_nce duestions‘ o

Mr PreS|dent I now turn to the advance questlons submltted by Members of the Councu
relatmg toi |ssues Wthh l have not otherW|se addressed in the course of thrs statement

Belize is a steadfast supporter of the lnternatlonal Cnmmal Court and ong of the earliest

- depositors of the instrument of ratlﬁoat|on of the Rome Statute indeed we were the 8th oountry

to deposit. Another demonstration. of our commitment is ‘that we partlc[pate aotive]y in the
assembly of State Partles and have along with Trinidad and Tobago proposed an amendment to
the Rome Statute to expand the crlmes under thé Court’ SJurlsdlctlon to include international
drug trafflcklng Although Belrze does not yet have in p[ace a‘single comprehensrve legistation

to |mplement the. Rome Statute EX]Stlng domestic Iavvs do respond to our obligations under the |

Rome Statute |ncludmg the Gehocide Aot and several other pleces of Ieglslatlon that treat w;th

| .crlmes under the Court’s jurisdiction.

| “Weare encouraged by the recent pace of ratn‘lcattons of the Kampala Amendments by the other -

State Part[es to the Rome Statute Belize is currently rewevvlng these Amendments and we

. weloome the offer of Liechtenstein to’ provrde technlcal asastance to support our Government s
_con51deratlon of the amendments ' . :

Despite our best endeavors and intentions we were unable to submit a full national report to the -

Comm:ttee on the Ellmtnation of Raolal Dlsonmlnatlon and this contmues to be a work in

' progress

" The Constltutlon ,of Bellze prohlblts dlscrlmlnahon against all persons and afflrms that a[l
“persons are equal before the law and are entltled without any dlsorimmatlon to the equal :

protection of the law.” The Prime Minister of Belize has reiterated that Government will not “shirk
its duty to ensure that all cltlzens W|thout exoeptlon enJoy the full protectlon of the law.” We



" note in this context, as we]l an advance questlon regardrng a sectlon of the Crlmlnal Code of

~ Belize which criminalizes sodomy The section of the Criminal Code is now sub judice, and lam -

compelled to respectfu]ly refrain from speculatmg on the outcome
‘ Closing '

Mr Pre3|dent in, mtroducmg the Second National Human Rrghts Report of Bellze 1 have sought '

. to highllght a number of areas in which we believe we have made srgnlficant progress in

' promotlng protecting and ensuring the human rights of all persons who live within the borders

of Belize. The rnextrlcable link between development and human rights, is the recurring theme of '_ :

my. presentatlon and of the national report Belize | is'a small state, facing severe economic and
financial constrarnts in the context of the global fmanmal crisis. Our Government is proud that
despite resource chalienges we have found ways toi 1ncrease mveetments in the soclal and -

" economic development of our country to enable Bellzeans to actualize their social and

eoonomlc human rights as well as thelr Civil, polltlcal and cultural rlghts WhICh are flrmly |
: _entrenched in our Constltutlon - : :

, 'IVIr President, | have no doubt that room for |mprovement exrsts And we welcome the
. - opportunity prowded by this Review to engage in a good faith dlscuesron W|th Members of the
o COUnort on how to further strengthen the syetem of protectlons

My _deleg__atlon is tully prepared_ to engage |n the rnte‘ract]ve dia[ogu.e. !

Thank you -
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